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Tender Documents

Timber on top
Extension in the urban fabric

Open competition for students

proHolz is hosting the 6th edition of the international student competition on the topic of timber
construction. Based on three exemplary building sites in Vienna, Munich and Ljubljana, the
competition explores the potential and application possibilities of modern timber construction in the
context of urban densification. The proHolz Student Trophy 26 is organised by proHolz Austria in
cooperation with proHolz Bayern.

1. Task

The proHolz Student Trophy 26 focuses on the potential of extending buildings through vertical
additions using timber as a building material.

The performance of timber construction in this field of urban densification is to be explored within the
framework of the design project. Especially for vertical extensions, timber offers specific advantages
such as low weight combined with high mechanical strength, which should be applied in the design
process. The use of system solutions and prefabrication with short assembly times is particularly
beneficial in dense urban areas and allows construction to take place while operations continue.

The goal of the design task is to create new space within existing structures, conserve resources and
at the same time positively develop the use and function of the building and its surroundings, always
keeping the local building culture in view.

The basis for the competition consists of three sites in three Central European cities: in Vienna, the
task is to design an extension to a shelter for homeless people; in Munich, new residential space is to
be created on top of a medical centre; and in Ljubljana, student housing will be added by vertically
extending an existing building.

The description of the individual sites and design tasks, along with photos, detailed information and
materials for the design project are available at proholz.at/student-trophy

2. Documents provided by the organiser

_Template for the project poster for submission

_Logo of proHolz Student Trophy 26

_Description of the competition objects

_Documents and plans as a basis for project development
_Photos and images of the buildings and their surroundings
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3. Jury and evaluation criteria

_Mag. arch. Sandra Gnigler, mia2 Architektur, Linz AT, Chair of the Jury

_Dipl.-Ing. Kurt Pock, Consulting engineer for civil engineering, Klagenfurt AT

_Ing. Christof Weissenseer, Weissenseer Holz-System-Bau GmbH, Greifenburg AT
_Dipl.-Ing. Sylvia Polleres, Holzforschung Austria, Vienna AT

Evaluation criteria for the design projects

_Architectural quality, interaction with the surrounding urban fabric
_Quality of spatial use and floor plans (areas, functions, lighting, etc.)
_Functionality of the construction and timber solution

_Economical and rational use of resources

4. Prize money

The proHolz Student Trophy 26 competition is endowed with a total of 21,000 euros.

In a two-stage procedure, the jury will select three winning projects and six honourable mentions. The
following prizes will be awarded: for each individual building site, one winning project (endowed with
4,000 euros) and two honourable mentions (each endowed with 1,500 euros).

5. Participation

Eligible to participate in the competition are students of architecture and civil engineering enrolled at
a university or university of applied sciences (international) in the winter semester 2025/26.

The competition projects should be developed and submitted in teams of at least two students.
Interdisciplinary collaboration across different fields of planning, e.g., architecture and structural
engineering, is recommended.

6. Submission documents

The submission of project work is to be carried out exclusively in digital form by uploading the
documents on the website proholz.at/student-trophy.

The following documents are required for the submission of the design projects:
_Information on the project team (to be entered digitally on proholz.at/student-trophy)

_Project description (PDF format, maximum 2 pages DIN A4)
Explanations of the design and of the essential structural and design aspects

_2 project posters

The project must be presented on a maximum of two posters (PDF format, layout according to
template) in the size of 70 x 100 cm each, in print-ready resolution, and with the following contents:
_Site plan (1:500)

_Floor plans, sections, elevations, with explanations necessary for understanding the project
_Representative excerpt from the floor plan in a suitable scale (1:100 or 1:50)

_Representative fagade section (1:50)

_Information on the structural concept, explanations as far as necessary for understanding the project
_Visualisation and perspective representation of the project
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Optionally and on a voluntary basis, additional details in an appropriate scale and further information
on structural system, building services, building physics, fire protection, etc. may be included.

_Presentation video with architectural model (maximum length 3 minutes)

The explanation of the design project by the project team in the video must be based on an
architectural model in a suitable scale (e.g., 1:100, 1:200). The video and the model serve,
alongside the drawings, as the basis for the jury’s evaluation.

The first stage of the jury process will select nine project teams that will either receive a prize or an
honourable mention. These nine teams must present their projects (together with the architectural
model) to the jury in Vienna on Thursday, May 21, 2026. The award ceremony will take place
directly afterwards at Vienna University of Technology (TU Wien).

7. Schedule

Kick-off event
Thursday, October 16, 2025
Information event at the Vienna University of Technology (TU Wien)

Submission deadline — Upload for documents

Friday, March 6, 2026

All submission documents must be received by proHolz Austria no later than Friday, March 6, 2026,
11:59 p.m. Submission is carried out digitally by uploading the documents via the website
proholz.at/student-trophy

Award ceremony
Thursday, May 21, 2026
Event at the Vienna University of Technology (TU Wien)

8. Contact and inquiries

proHolz Austria

Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 6sterr. Holzwirtschaft
Am Heumarkt 12, 1030 Vienna, Austria
www.proholz.at

Dipl.-Ing. Sieglinde Weger
weger@proholz.at

Vienna, 10.09.2025



